Combined functional oral rehabilitation after radical cancer surgery.
Formerly, patients requiring extensive reconstruction of the oral cavity and oropharynx after radical, ablative oncologic surgery faced the unhappy prospect of lengthy, multistaged repair to enjoy acceptable cosmesis and a functional oral cavity. The advent of the pectoralis major myocutaneous flap has made soft-tissue, single-stage closure of large oral cavity and oropharyngeal defects a reality. Unfortunately and frequently, restoration of mucocutaneous continuity of the mouth does not result in acceptable function. Advances in the materials and design of prostheses suggested the combination of myocutaneous flap reconstruction and functional, prosthetic restoration as a method of returning the patient with head and neck cancer to a state of acceptable function and appearance soon after major resection.